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is very sensibly improved, due not only to the prompt putting into 
execution of proper sanitary and prophylactic measures, but also to 
the energy with which the poor sanitary conditions are being met. 
By the last statistical reports the mortality of this city during the 
present year is considerably below that of this city for a correspond- 
ing period of time last year." 

Sanitary report for the month of April, 190 %, Rio de Janeiro. 

In comparison with the month of March there was in April a more 
favorable sanitary condition in Rio de Janeiro. 

The total mortality figures were, for the two months, 1,335 in March 
and 1,302 in April. Eight persons were victims of yellow fever dur- 
ing April. From 1873 to 1903 this disease has never caused such a low 
mortality in this month. During the past five years, 1899 to 1903, 
there was the following mortality from yellow fever during the month 
of April: 1899, 91 deaths; 1900, 61 deaths; 1901, 61 deaths; 1902, 178 
deaths; and 1903, 99 deaths. The mortality from variola suffered a 
slight decline, but this disease has not lost the epidemic character which 
it has maintained in this city for the past five years. The mortuary 
statistics from other transmissible diseases were as follows: Yellow 
fever, 8, as compared with 7 in March; plague, 5, against 4; variola, 
137, against 153; measles, 1, against 4; whooping cough, 3, against 1; 
diphtheria, 7, against 2; grippe, 24, against 35; enteric fever, 6, 
against 8; exanthematic typhus, 1, against 0; dysentery, 0, against 4; 
beriberi, 7, against 9; leprosy, 2, against 2; malarial fevers, 42, against 
38; and tuberculosis, 208, against 202. 

The central disinfection office received during the month 349 notifi- 
cations of infectious diseases, 261 of variola, 15 of yellow fever, 10 of 
plague, 40 of tuberculosis, 12 of diphtheria, 5 of measles, 2 of scarlet 
fever, 2 of enteric fever, and 2 of beriberi, as against 233 of variola, 20 
of yellow fever, 24 of plague, 38 of tuberculosis, 5 of diphtheria, 1 of 
measles, 2 of scarlet fever, and 3 of beriberi. 

During the month of April 3,441 domiciliary disinfections were 
made; during March 2,628 pieces of clothing were disinfected and 
703 pieces were burned. Up to the last day of the month 71,179 rats 
had been brought in and burned. 

The mosquito brigade cleaned up and disinfected 757 localities 
where in previous years there had been deaths from yellow fever and 
destroyed 125 foci of mosquito larvre. Twenty-four visits of the san- 
itary police were made, and 5 persons sick with yellow fever were 
isolated in their homes. 

From 329 house roofs and drains were taken 1,972 baskets of dirt, 
44,400 "ralos" and 53,268 tubs were also washed. 

Five thousand water boxes, 28,376 automatic water boxes, 20,444 
tanks, and 13,550 other kinds of water containers were washed also 
by the department and cleansed. There were consumed in this serv- 
ice more than 467 kilos of pyrethrum, 8,910 kilos of sulphur, 541 
liters of alcohol, and 4,597 liters of petroleum. 

The health authorities made 14,828 domiciliary visits during the 
month, 6,507 of this number being made by the sanitary police and 
8,321 by the vigilance committee. There were vaccinated and revac- 
cinated against variola, 6,495 persons; and 10 persons were vaccinated 
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against bubonic plague. Nineteen vessels in port were disinfected, 
as well as street conduits for surface water. 

The isolation hospitals received during this month 5 persons ill with 
bubonic plague, 238 with variola, and 9 sick with yellow fever. Of 
those isolated, 83 died from variola, 4 from yellow fever, and none 
from plague. At the close of the month there were still under treat- 
ment 4 plague cases, 90 cases of variola, and 2 cases of yellow fever. 
The registrar civil reported 1,393 births and 290 marriages during 
April. The highest temperature registered by the thermometer 
during the month was 31.5° C, and the lowest 18° C. The average 
temperature for the whole month was 22.42° C. 

In the movement of the population of the Federal district during 
the month there was an excess of 12,318 entrances over exits by sea 
and land. 

Mortality in Rio de Janeiro during the week ended June 12, 1904-. 

The mortality in Rio during the week ended June 12, 1904, was 
395 — the largest number of- deaths in any one week since my arrival 
here last fall. Of this number no deaths were caused by either yellow 
fever or plague. Of the former disease 5 new cases were reported, 
and of the latter 1 new case during the same period. At the end of 
the week there were 3 cases of yellow fever under treatment in the 
Sao Sebastiao Hospital, and only 5 cases of plague in the Paulo Can- 
dido Hospital. Variola caused 85 deaths, with 139 cases reported, and 
at the close of the week there were 186 cases of this disease under treat- 
ment at Sao Sebastiao Hospital. No deaths were caused by scarlet 
fever, diphtheria, enteric fever, or leprosy. Measles caused i death, 
whooping cough 2, la grippe 10, dysentery 1, beriberi 1, malarial fevers 
7, and tuberculosis 55. 

Taking away the deaths from variola and tuberculosis the death rate 
is not excessive, but at present it looks to me as if there would con- 
tinue to be a very great increase in the deaths from variola, as the 
disease is becoming very widespread. The people generally do not 
take to vaccination, which of course induces its- spread. 

The daily death rate was 56.42 as compared with 50.85 during the 
preceding week, and with 39.85 during the corresponding week last 
year — i tremendous increase. At this rate the yearly death rate of this 
city would be 24.29 per 1,000 inhabitants. 

The deaths occurred as follows as regards localities: 256 in private 
dwellings and hotels, etc. ; 72 in civil hospitals; 7 in military hospitals; 
52 in the Santa Casa de Misericordia; 3 in asylums, convents, etc. ; none 
on vessels in port, and 5 in unknown places — i. e., in localities unknown 
to the authorities. 

The highest range of the thermometer during the week was on June 
12, viz, 26°.3 C, and the lowest on the same day, viz, 17°. 5 C, while 
the average for the week was 20°. 85 C. During the week there was 
no rainfall of measurable quantity. This is a rare occurrence for this 
time of year. 

A sanitary conference of South American countries has just finished 
its sessions here in this city, and as soon as I can obtain the published 
report of its proceedings I will forward the same to the Bureau. 



